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meet him, and for the sake of self-abasement and
as an act of contrition put himself the following
questions in presence of the Guru : * How can there
be worship without merits ? How can there be
honour without learning? How can there be victory
without bravery ? How can there be meditation
without mental composure ? How can the heart
have peace without contentment ? How can empire
be obtained without the performance of meritorious
acts ? How can there be divine knowledge without
the true Guru ? How can there be honour without
virtue ? Since the ocean of life is unfathomable,
how can one cross it without a vessel ? How can
there be worship without loving God's lotus feet ?
How can there be deliverance without God ? How
can there be singing without a tune ? How can one
acquire fame without verse, praise without the
bestowal of gifts ? The ocean of the world is wide :
how can "one cross it without the Sikh religion ?
How can there be day without the sun ? I had no
virtues or good qualities, so how could I have been
Guru ? Such have been my reflections.3

Datu then narrated to the Guru all his misconduct
and the result thereof. He said he still felt pain in
his foot which the robbers had injured. He had
gone to visit Guru Amar Das on his deathbed, and
begged pardon for his violence. Guru Amar Das told
him that the fifth Guru would heal him. Guru Arjan,
in consideration of Datu's descent, put his hand on
the injured limb and made it whole. He then, after
a conversation with Datu on the subject of the
preceding Gurus, and after an interview with his
brother Dasu, set out for Amritsar.

On the Guru's arrival in Amritsar, he made plans
for the compilation of the Granth Sahib. He fixed
for the purpose on a secluded spot, where jand1, wild
caper, Indian fig, and pipal trees yielded agreeable
shade, while green herbage gratified the eye and

1 The Prosopis Spicigera*